
 

Neighborhood Connection  

Reimbursable Micro-Grants  

 

What Are Neighborhood Connection Micro-Grants?  The City of Gunnison and the Resiliency Project offer 

micro-grants to residents of the City of Gunnison to encourage more connection among neighbors.  Direct 

experience and studies tell us that ties among neighbors are a vital part of creating stronger and more resilient 

communities.  

How Much Are The Grants? Micro-grants are offered during 2023 on a reimbursement basis. They are up to 

$400 based on the type of activity you plan with your neighbors.  Grants are awarded on a first-come first-

served basis during the year until they run out. 

Who Can Apply?  Because we want to promote grassroots action and encourage residents to become more 

active in affairs of their neighborhood and the City, eligibility includes groups within the City of Gunnison limits 

that are: 

• Neighborhood groups. (We know that there are few formal “neighborhoods” in Gunnison, but we are 

referring to people who live in proximity in the same part of the City. In in your application, you’ll 

describe the general boundaries of your “neighborhood”). 

• Groups of businesses in a common area. 

•  Homeowners Associations. 

• Nonprofit groups or groups such as a Fire Department if they are representing a certain part of the 

City. 

The applicant group doesn’t need to be a formal group, but some person or entity needs to keep receipts of 

what you have spent, and then invoice the City of Gunnison at the conclusion of the project and include a W-9 

with the invoice.  (A W-9 form will be provided to all grantees). 

What Can Grants Be Used For?  The primary purpose of this micro-grant is for people to get to know their 

neighbors as they work or play together.  Also, we know that the strongest communities are places where 

people know neighbors of differing backgrounds.    

With this in mind, we can fund ideas which either: 

• deepen ties within a neighborhood, or  

• broaden ties between people in an adjacent neighborhood, especially those where the demographics 

are different.  

Lower preference is given to activities which – however much fun they might be – don’t really create settings 

for people to get to know one another.  If you are thinking about an event with a more general invitation list in 

a very large area ( for example, “everyone south of Tomichi”), we’d expect your application to make a very 

strong case that your event will build ties beyond people being in the same place at the same time. 



What Kinds of Ideas Will Be Supported?  We encourage creativity and having fun!  Eligible ideas could include: 

• Projects such as:  community garden, neighborhood tree planting, neighborhood mural  

• Workshops:  educational or project-oriented 

• Events such as:  block party (potluck? street dance?), neighborhood movie night 

• Activities such as:  neighborhood clean-up 

• Other – what’s YOUR idea?   

What Are The Conditions And Requirements? 

• Applicants must live in the City of Gunnison and the event must take place within City limits 

• Everyone in the neighborhood must be included.  While likely not every neighbor will attend or 

participate, we do require that everyone knows about the event, is invited and feels welcome.  

Applicants must describe how they plan to do this.  

•  If the event is held on private property, the applicant must receive written permission from the 

property owner (unless the applicant is the property owner). 

• Permits:  

• You might want to close off a street!  If you plan to do this, you must secure an event permit. 

For timely processing, your permit application should be submitted at least 30 days before 

your event.  Please contact the Clerk’s office to obtain a paper event permit or use links 

below: 

▪ Event Permit Link: https://forms.cityofgunnison-co.gov/Forms/EventPermitApp  

▪ Note: If your event may attract 100+ people you need a special event permit 

• You might want to use a city park!  In the summer, parks can get booked far in advance.  You 

can secure a permit by visiting the Parks and Recreation Department - 200 E. Spencer Avenue.   

▪ Park Rental Form: https://forms.cityofgunnison-co.gov/Forms/ParkReservation  

▪ Note: almost all of the City’s parks are alcohol-free.  Special conditions may apply in 

Legion and Jorgensen Parks.  Call the Parks Department with any questions: 970-641-

8060. 

• Alcohol may not be sold.    

• No alcohol may be consumed in or upon any public park, highway, street, or alley within the City of 

Gunnison, unless such place is properly permitted or licensed. If you have questions, please contact 

the City Clerk’s office at 970-641-8141 or refer to www.gunnisonco.gov/liquor. 

• If on private property, you will not need a permit if consuming alcohol.  

• Funding may not be used for the following: 

• Purchase and/or sale of alcohol or marijuana 

• Political activities, whether in support of a cause or a candidate 

• Property maintenance  

• HOA business expense 

• Improvements to private property unless the property owner in writing permits something 

that is a neighborhood good and is involved in the process (for example, a mural painted on a 

garage wall that is embraced by and visible to the neighborhood).  

• Activities benefiting a limited number of people in the neighborhood 

• You’ll give us permission to use quotes from your report and photos as needed. 
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How Will The Reviewers Evaluate My Application?  City of Gunnison staff and Resiliency Project members will 

determine the eligibility of applicants. Eligible applications will be reviewed as they come in and the reviewers 

will consider the following in making their decision: 

• How will this idea benefit the neighborhood? 

• How much does this idea promote social connection? 

• Have clear efforts been made to include everyone in the neighborhood:  people of different ages, 

people of different cultures, people of different economic situations, people with and without kids, 

and more?   

• Have multiple residents/business owners been involved in the planning of the activity? 

Some neighborhoods may have more than one idea and might want to submit a second application.  If you do 

that, let us know which is your priority.  Should we have funds remaining we may review your second 

application later in the year. 

What’s The Turnaround?  Within two weeks, you will hear whether funds have been reserved for you, and 

what your “up to” amount will be.  (Tip: If you are hoping to close off a street or especially to reserve a park, 

you may want to get started right away on the permit process since it can take time.  You can always pull it if 

you don’t receive funding!) 

How Will I Get Reimbursed?  Within 30 days after your event is over, please provide a packet that includes: 

• A short report telling us what you did, and what the impact on the community was (and might be).  

Include a brief description of how you invited everyone and did your best to make everyone feel 

welcome 

• Your invitation, flyer or poster 

• A  few photos 

• An itemization of your expenses up to the amount you were awarded, with original receipts for these.  

(The City of Gunnison reserves the right to determine that a given expense was ineligible based on the 

list above.) 

•  An invoice for the total requested 

• A W-9 for the person or entity submitting the invoice.  We will send your check to the address on the 

W-9 unless you tell us otherwise. 

• The completed packet must be mailed or hand-delivered within 30 days of the end of your activity to: 

The Resiliency Project 

c/o Community Foundation of the Gunnison Valley 

525 N. Main St. 

Gunnison, CO 81230 

 

How Do I Apply? Applications can be picked up at the Gunnison Rec Center, Community Foundation (525 N. 

Main St.) or online at www.gunnisonco.gov/microgrants .  Completed paper applications should be turned into 

the office you picked it up from.  

What If I Have Questions?     

• English speakers:  Contact Maryo Ewell, 970-641-3570, maryo@cfgv.org 

• Spanish speakers:  Contact Ricardo Esqueda, 970-901-7628, resqueda@gunnisonco.gov 
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